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Development of A Linux WebDAV Client Supporting Effective
Distributed Authoring
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Won-Joon Shin" - Geon-Tae Ahn™ - Hye-Young Jung™ - Myung-Joon Lee

ABSTRACT

WebDAV is a protocol which supports web-based distributed authoring and versioning, providing a standard infrastructure for
asynchronous  collaboration on various contents through the Internet. Current WebDAV-enabled authoring applications that support
WebDAV, such as Microsoft office, Photoshop, or Dreamweaver, work by integrating WebDAV capahilities into the application. While this
approach provides solid support for collaborative authoring, it has a drawback that each of the applications needs to support WebDAV
capabilities in its own way.

We developed a WebDAV client named DAView running on Linux KDE, which enables WebDAV-unaware authoring twols to have
cffective remote authoring capabilities. DAView provides a GUI view of a WebDAV server, similar to existing WebDAV-enabled file
managers such as DAVExplorer. Unique among WebDAV' file managers, it also provides the ability to launch the authoring application

associated to a WebDAV server resource, automatically managing the locks on the resource.

Key Words : WebDAV, WebDAV Client, Collaborative Work, DAView
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